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Deviant and Criminal Behaviour
My Understanding of Deviance and Crime
I perceive deviance as any behavior that is contrary to all the societal social norms, values, and expectations.  Therefore, from my understanding, deviance should be approved by the majority of the members of society as opposed to a few members. Deviance can therefore be formal while some acts of deviance are informal. An example of deviant acts that not criminal in my view involves excessive gambling, alcoholism, purchasing services from prostitutes, refusing to shower daily, dressing half-naked in public places, lying, stealing, and cross-dressing. People who engage in these activities are, therefore, deviants in my view. These people are deviant because they violate the set societal norms.
On the other hand, formal deviant criminal activities include assault, murder, robbery, theft, and rape as they violate ceremonial laws. In my opinion, crime is deviant behavior that violates legally set laws and is punishable by law. Some criminal activities can, however, be regarded as non-deviant. For example, some societies like the Muslim and Malaysian societies accept clitoridectomy while the same is forbidden in some cultures and is punishable by law.
The Three Macro Level Theories of Becker, Sutherland, and Hirschi
According to Becker, deviance is socially constructed. Therefore, social groups create deviance by executing policies that, when violated, the violation accounts for deviance. The application of these rules is explicitly made to some people labeling them as outsiders. According to Becker, deviance is the labeling of particular individuals as conforming deviants, pure deviants, secret deviants, and falsely accused deviants (Becker, 2017).
Sutherland's theory, on the other hand, argues that deviance is a result of differential associations. Deviance occurs when individuals take part in criminal behavior in instances where definitions that dictate the violation of laws are more than those that do not. How individuals define deviance also depends on how often they gear a specific action being defined as deviant (Gottschalk, 2017). The stage of life in which particular actions were introduced to an individual as strange also influences an individual's deviance definition.
Hirschi asserts that ties to school and one's family reduce an individual's chances of becoming deviant. The weakening of such social bonds in subsequently the cause of deviance. Deviance and crime can, therefore, only be avoided by individuals who want to maintain a healthy family and social bonds. According to Hirschi, these social and family bonds are created by attachments both within and without the family setting. Coworkers, teachers, and friends also contribute to the creation of these attachments.
An individual's commitment, including career goals and educational goals, as well as an individual's involvement in activities he/she is passionate about, prevents them from becoming deviant (Koeppel & Chism, 2018). Participation in activities of interest that make individuals spend their time doing what is constructive to them. As a result, they are left with no time to engage in deviant activities. The belief in societal values also prevents individuals from engaging in deviant activities. Religion also determines the extent to which individuals form and maintain social bonds. Consequently, it guides individuals into understanding the consequences of breaking such bonds by engaging in deviant activities.  
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